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THE PROCLAIIMTER

S.T.0.R.M Youth Group
Jennifer Michalik-Olson

The Youth Ministry Program here at
St. Scholastica has been busy this
winter and spring. S.T.O.R.M. stands
for St. Scholastica Teens, One Radical
Ministry. We have T-Shirts with our
name and a logo available, so when we
go to Diocesan and National events,
people will identify us as a group.

Call Jennifer if you would like to order
one.

Winter & Spring High School Activities

®  On the weekend of February 20-22, 2009, Thirty-three kids and ten
adults went to the Retreat at Five Pines in Michigan. The theme was
"Trust In the Lord”. Many of the teens gave witness talks sharing how
they Trust others and God in their own lives and that led to small group
discussions. The woods and the snow were a beautiful back drop for
our discussions, and allowed the teens time to develop their
relationship with God.

¢ On Sunday, April 26, 2009 we had our final meeting of the year which
included a pizza party and a Closing Liturgy with the parents and
family members of the STORM participants.

® We are in our seventh year of publication of the ThunderSTORM
newsletter which we send out to all high school teens of the parish. It
comes out every two months and is written by Youth Ministry
participants. Eighth Graders should have received their first issue in
April. If you are not receiving this and would like to, please contact
Jennifer.

World Youth Day Pilgrimage 2011—Madrid, Spain

World Youth Days (WYD) is a pilgrimage of faith when the Holy Father calls his
youth to himself for five days of prayer, meditation, and instruction. With this are
also much sightseeing throughout Portugal and Spain, cultural experiences, and the
opportunity to interact with Catholic youth from all over the world. WYD brings
together Catholic youth from over 150 countries to learn about their faith

and celebrate it. It is characterized by the happiness of youth being with

the Pope and with each other. At WYD 2011, participants will learn how
Spanish Catholics live their faith and also experience life in their country.

We will be traveling with other churches from throughout our Diocese.
Although this trip should be fun for the participants, please be aware that

it is a Pilgrimage, not a vacation. The main focus of the trip is the spiritual
aspect. WYD 2011 will take place August 8-22, 2011. Our parish will be
running a trip for High School and College students. You must be at least

16 years old by the start of the trip. Young Adult Ministry for the Diocese

is running a trip for young adults age 21 and older. We will have an
informational meeting for teens and parents on Wednesday, May 13th.
Information and applications are available in the rack in the back of

church and in the Parish Office. Applications and first deposit for WYD

are due in September. WYD Pilgrims will be soliciting sponsorship of

friends, family and parishioners. We ask you for you prayers.

Winter Retreat—Blind Trust Walk

Jr. High & High School Ministry

We participated in a Jr. / Sr. High
Indoor Volleyball Night at North
Beach in December. This event
was a Cluster event with other
churches from our area.

Kate & Amanda at WYD 2008 with a

Group they met from Korea
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Upcoming Events

e St. Scholastica is hosting our seventh DISCOVERY Retreat here at St. Scholastica the weekend of May 16-17 and it is
open to 8th Graders and high school students who have not experienced one before. It will be held here at St. Scholastica
in the Parish Center and it begins at 9 am on Saturday and ends at 6 pm on Sunday. The retreat is totally run by the high
school Discovery Team and they serve as Directors, small group leaders, and witness speakers. Some college students will
be cooking the meals. The participants will spend the weekend getting to know each other, the retreat team and God. It’s a
chance for you to “discover” something new about your life and your relationships. There will be witness talks, group
activities, time for reflection, and free time to relax or hang out with friends. The theme of the Discovery Retreat is “I
Chose You.” The teens will learn how God chose us to be his children and they will have the opportunity to build
relationships in a Christian community. It is a chance for them to realize Christ’s love for them. Anyone who has any
questions or would like to learn more about this weekend can call or e-mail Jennifer or e-mail one of the teen directors,
Kate Baran at puppygal52@aol.com, or Nicole Malinowski at raiderettel 7(@att.net, or Stephanie Runnels at
oldjoa3560@peoplepc.com. Permission forms need to be turned in as soon as possible and can be found with a tri-folded
light blue brochure in the rack in the back of church.

e Seven college students will attend a Mission Trip at Nazareth Farm in West Virginia May 17-23. This is the sixth time we
are having a College Mission Trip. Please pray for them.

e  We have our final Teen Mass, which is also the Senior Graduation Liturgy, on Sunday, May 31st at the 8:00 am Mass. If
any teens are interested in having a part as a lector, Eucharistic minister, usher or participating in our choir please call
Jennifer as soon as possible. The Senior Breakfast will immediately follow the Mass in the gym. Invitations will be sent
out to the families of all the senior members.

® We are planning a trip to Great America on Tuesday, June 16, 2009. This trip will be open to those kids entering 7th and
8th Grade next year, plus all current high school students and incoming freshmen. Permission slips are due by Sunday,
May 17.

® The Diocesan Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) will take place on the weekend of June 26-28, 2009 at Lewis
University. The theme of the Conference is “Empowered By the Spirit” and it will help the teens to develop their
leadership skills, and will allow them to meet 700 teens from throughout the Diocese of Joliet. This is open to Incoming
freshmen through graduating seniors and permission slips are due Sunday, May 17. Please remember to keep the
participants in your prayers.

® There will also be a College Leadership Conference running simultaneously with YLC. Please contact Jennifer if you are
interested in participating.

¢ In collaboration with YLC, the Diocese of Jolietis sponsoring a Jr. High Extreme Taste of Faith Conference on Saturday,
June 27 from 10:30-3:30 at Lewis University. The same amazing speakers that will be at YLC will be speaking at this
conference for incoming 7" and 8™ graders. There will also be great activities and a t-shirt and lunch is included. Join us
for this great day!

e Fighteen teens and six adults will leave for our Mission Trip with Catholic Heart Workcamp to Anderson, Indiana on
Sunday, July 12th. We will return on Saturday, July 18th. This Mission Trip will give the participants the opportunity to
put our faith into practice through service to others. The typical day includes 8 hours of service work, time for prayer,
cultural activities, and an inspirational evening program. We ask you to remember us in your prayers, and we thank you
for your generous financial support. We will be having several fund-raisers for the trip. On the weekend of June 6/7 &
June 13/14 we will be selling Father’s Day Spiritual Bouquets. And on the weekend of August 8/9 we will be selling
tickets to a car wash in the St. Scholastica upper parking lot on Sunday, August 16th. Teens that help with fundraisers get
priority on the 2010 Mission Trip.

e Six teens and two adults will attend a Mission Trip to Nazareth Farm in West Virginia July 19 — 26. This is the third time
our parish high school youth will go to Nazareth Farm, a Catholic Mission site. Please pray for them.

®  On Tuesday, July 21, 2009, we will host a trip to the Warren Dunes with other churches in our cluster. This trip is open to
all high school students and incoming freshmen. Permission slips are due by Sunday, June 21.

e  We are planning a trip for Incoming 7th Graders through High School Graduates to a Chicago White Sox game on
Monday, August 17th with other churches in our cluster. Permission slips must be turned in by June 28th, so I can order
tickets. Permission slips are available on the rack in the back of church.

e  We will have a picnic at Echo Point Park on Sunday, August 23, 2009. All high school students, and incoming freshmen
are invited to attend. Additional information will appear in the bulletin, and information will be mailed out.

e  Our Sign Up Weekend will be the weekend of September 12/13 and our first meeting of the year will be the “70 foot
banana split” on Sunday, September 20th. Please plan to join us!

We are in the process of planning several other activities and information will appear in the bulletin and in the summer mailing

that we will send out. If anyone would like any additional information about any of the activities of S.T.O.R.M. Youth

Ministry, please call Jennifer Michalik-Olson at 985-2351x138.
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